INSIDEEDGE | DRESS FOR SUCCESS

HERE COMES THE SUN

The hot summer months
can stretch even the
most flexible budget -
after all we need a cool
work wardrobe as well
as those holiday
essentials. You needn't
breal the bank though,
says Katie Greengrass, as
some pieces can look as
good at the photocopier
as by the pool

LIKE CRICKEL BAREECLES AND
indement weather, the maa dress
makes an appearance every suline
in some shape oc form, but this year
the style is synonymous with Loy,
Gone is the boho chic of summers
past: this year the focus is on
sumptuous colowss and fabrics, A
mava dress will voze style in the cffice
- team a cute linen jacket with a max
dress and heels or with a cardigan and
flats. Don't be afraid to team a mad
dress with flat shoes either - a pair ol
jewelled thong sandals or gladiator
flats can look perfectly professional, as
lorg as your toenuails ane buffed and
painted to perfection. The beauty of
the maxi diess is that it really can be
wom anywhere, with smart sandals
and a blazer at work or bare teet and a
fresh face on the beach.

SCARVES ALL ROUND

The headscarf has long been the
accessory of choice [or the chic
working woman, In the sixties it was
worn with a Parisian twist and
knotted delicately around the nede.
whereas in the seventies il was left
long andd skiruy, But in the noughlies
itcan be worm every which way.

The scarf is the most versatile item
in your wardrobe and can be wom to
work, play or even poolside, If you
opt for a handkerchief-shaped scart,
then wear it anound your neck o

work, Altermanvely, he it nearly
around the atrap of your beach bag to
add a splash of style to your holiday
wardrobe, If you're keener on a
skinny scarf, then wear it loosely
draped around the neck, Kate Moss
style in the boardroom and arcund
your head, seventies style, on the
beach. Whether cheap and cheertul or
high-end homry, you can keep hold
of a scart for seasona to come as you
never kanow when it might add alittle
something to your overall look.
You'd have to be blind not to have
noticed this summer’s craze for big
jewellery. Most designers have used
bangle stacks or voluminous neckdaces
to jazz up their spriy; / summer
vatwalk collections and Uis has now
traralated on to the high streetin abug
way. Invest in a chunky, beaded
necklace or aset of big hangles for
work - a bangle stack, although fairty
rritating to wear, will look achingly
on-trend teamed with a summer suit.
A necilace on the other hand will
instantly update an old outfit. These
items can also form the ataple of your
heach wear as last season's biking
coupled with along, beaded necklace

Printed scarf,
65, Radley

creative office environment it can
give your outfit a lashionable edge.
‘The mast popular headgear this
sumnmer is the 5t Tropez-style floppy
hat, which looks amacing on the
beach but would look more than odd
with a suit. Instead. opt lor a small
structured hat at work and remember
to pack it in your holiday case too —
it will keep the sun off your face.

Many of us favour heels at work as
ey can feel more powerdul and
confidert. However, they ane not the
most comlortable o office wear If you
are taking the plunge, though, then
the summer wedge is by far the best
opticn. A wedge with a wooden or
raffia heel is very much in this season
aul if you're fealing experimental,
you could even try a patterned model.
Diesipner Lulu Guinness is renowned
for her tresh summer prints on shoes
and bags or on the high street try
shopping in Faith - their wedges are
fun and colourful. A wedge also
works fantastically on the beach as it

the leg and smooths cut

that dreaded orange peal skin,

From bottle blue to acd yellow
and even pink, the world's menswear

will give you sup del credential
poolside and u set of bangles will go
nicely with along, flowing dress as the
sun goes down,

HATS OFFTO THE TRILBY

Hats are not a normal office
avcessory but can look spot onaf they
suit your style. The tnlby isa great
unisex model and in a relaxed, moce

lesigners just couldit keep away
trom bnght colours thes season.
Unfortunately, they are tricky to pull
ofl in the office but if you stick to the
‘leas is more’ rule then colour can
freshen up your summer working
wardrobe no end. Layer a bright tank
top wider a pale grey swil, for
example, and your whole lock will
get a lift. Espnt and Lacoste have

some fanfastie lightweight knitsan
store lor spring / summer and these
can be slung in the suitcase and wom
with cropped trousers on a dty break.
Alternatively, you can itwest in
a brightly coloured watch Swatch
have some high tech models in
arange and yellow starting at £50.
A bright timepiece will jazz up your
office look and can be wom poolside
for a splash of futuristic chic,

MAC ATTACK
The man mac has had a bad press in
the past but it’s back in the fashion
forefront this seascn as many
designers such as Calvin Klein have
chosen to ranvent it for 2008, Sting,
your mac (big buttons and crew neck
over a shirt and linen trousers for
work or pair it with your suit w
the weather's bad. The mac doubl
up as a fantastic holiday evening
jacket too. When the sun goes d
arul there’s a sight dull over the
beachy, layer your mac over an
cotton shirt and rolled up jeans.
Men tend to travel ighter than
women on holiday butin the office it
always seems to be the men who
struggle with bulging briefcases.
Invest in an all-in-one bag as an
alternative and it will double asa
weckend bag for those trips abroad.
A solt leather holdall with detachable
straps is the ideal investment piece as
it's tashionable and practical, If
you're ona budget, then try Prunark
for dweap canvas cary baga or shop
at Brics for quality, B

PREPARE FOR SUMMER

Here's ourtried and lested guide 1o the top beauty buys of the summer,
Starl your day-to-day regime atwork and then later in the summer you can
hit the beach [eeling confident and looking goed.

Flash bedy Bromer, ¢ 20, Lancine af
John Lewds, waw johnlewis.com
Toudh of Sun Daily UV Facial
Moisturiser, £4.49 Olay,
wwolaycouk

Creaseless Créme Eyeshadow, ¢11
Benefi,

weawe benelituosmetics wo sk

Pure Colour Ultra Light Gloss, (14,

Ester Larder at Jolin Lewn,

wwew johnlewis.com

Bronzing Duo, £25, Loura Mercier,
www spacenk couk

Le Vemis nail colour, £14,50, Chanel
www chanelcouk

Masterplece Beyond Length mascara,
8.5 Max Fattor,

wowrw mafactor couk
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